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Expression of Interest
Xjenza Malta is seeking suitable experts to participate in the scientific evaluation within the upcoming Horizon Europe transnational initiative: BRAINHEALTH Partnership.
Candidates must have expertise in one of the following call topics:
· Call topic 1: Biological, social and environmental factors that impact the trajectory of brain health across the lifespan – in the field of neurological, mental and sensory disorders

· Call topic 2: Biological, social and environmental factors that impact the trajectory of brain health across the lifespan – in the field of neurodegeneration

[bookmark: _Hlk174700185]DEADLINE: Friday 14th November 2025 (COB)

1.0	General
This call seeks qualified experts to participate as evaluators in the scientific assessment of BrainHealth Partnership transnational research project proposals for the 2026 calls.
The European Partnership for Brain Health (EP BrainHealth) gathers 53 partners from 31 countries, with the common goal of improving brain health for all by developing scientific knowledge as a foundation to promote brain health throughout the lifetime, to prevent and to cure brain diseases as well as to improve wellbeing of people living with neurological and mental disorders in Europe and beyond. 
In this frame, the EP BrainHealth launches 2 calls, one in the field of neurological, mental and sensory disorders (EP BrainHealth Call 1) and one in the field of neurodegenerative disorders (EP BrainHealth Call 2).
Each funding partner involved in the BrainHealth Joint Call 2026 has been requested to nominate evaluators. Experts of any nationality or country of residence can be nominated. BrainHealth will then compile the list of nominated experts and proceed with the selection based on the relevance and balance of expertise required across the call topics.
The evaluators are to be internationally recognised scientists chosen for their expertise in the field of the respective call topic, their thematic orientation, their overall expertise in brain health research, and their complementarities with regard to this field. The selection of evaluators from the pool of experts is at BrainHealth’s sole discretion.
Selected evaluators will be assigned to review and scientifically evaluate multiple project proposals based on their specific expertise in the field of the respective call topic. Each project proposal will be evaluated independently by three (3) evaluators, chosen according to the relevance of their expertise.
NB: This call is open to experts who will not participate in any of BrainHealth’s pre and full project proposals and having expertise in one of the two call topics.

2.0	About EP BrainHealth
The BrainHealth Partnership is a strategic Horizon Europe initiative aimed at improved brain health for all, developing scientific knowledge as a ground to promote brain health throughout lifetime, to prevent and to cure brain diseases as well as to improve wellbeing of people living with neurological and mental disorders in Europe and beyond.
To fulfil this vision, the EP BrainHealth will act as a highly efficient coordination platform for driving innovation and progress in the field of brain health. This will be achieved by integrating existing knowledge, resources, global initiatives, funding authorities and relevant stakeholders.
The mission is to support brain health research and innovation by strengthening transnational collaboration and alignment to enhance understanding of the brain and to promote the translation of results into tailored solutions for prevention, diagnosis, treatment and care accessible for all.
To unravel its full potential, the EP BrainHealth will implement a wide range of definite actions, such as joint research funding and supporting activities, thereby covering the entire value chain. National and regional ministries and funding agencies from Europe and beyond as well as national and regional authorities and strategic partnerships are already involved, and the network will be further expanded within the next years. 

3.0	Service Requirements
The Two BrainHealth Joint Calls 2026 are separately being implemented as a two-step procedure (a pre-proposal stage and a full-proposal stage). Thus, the requirement would revolve around the timeline for both stages. (expected calls launch early January 2026).
3.1 	Evaluation Procedure
The Two BrainHealth Joint Calls 2026 will follow an evaluation procedure. For both the Pre-Proposal and Full Proposal stages, each proposal will be assessed by at least three (3) independent experts. These experts will individually evaluate the proposals based on the evaluation criteria specific to the relevant Joint Calls 2026, as set by the BrainHealth secretariat, using the BrainHealth Application and Evaluation portal.
Prior to the evaluation at both pre-proposal and full proposal stages, all reviewers will be invited to perform an online test to detect biases on a voluntary basis. The reviewers do not have to communicate the outcome of such a test.
At the Pre-Proposal stage, proposals will receive an average score from the three expert evaluations, resulting in one ranking list of pre-proposals for each call. Proposals that advance to the Full Proposal stage will undergo a similar evaluation procedure, again based solely on the established criteria. The evaluation meetings for the Full Proposal stage will be overseen by an independent observer to ensure fairness and transparency.
4.0 	Remuneration
Scientific reviewers will not be remunerated for their efforts during the evaluation procedure. All reviewers will be reimbursed for the travel and accommodation expenses incurred for their attendance at the evaluators Peer Review Panel (PRP) meeting.
5.0 	Evaluator Requirements
The reviewers are to be internationally recognised scientists chosen for their expertise in the field of the call topic, their thematic orientation, their overall expertise in brain health research, and their complementarities with regard to this field. Reviewers should be recruited from as many countries as possible, regardless of whether these countries are represented in the EP BrainHealth or participating in the calls 2026.
6.0 	Conflicts of Interest (COI)
Only upon given consent, may the reviewers’ names be published on the EP BrainHealth website, with-out disclosing which proposal the individual reviewers assessed.
All reviewers including the patient and ethics reviewers are required to declare the absence of COI and must refrain from reviewing an application or from discussing a proposal for which a conflict has been identified. A disqualifying conflict of interest exists if a reviewer: 
· was involved in the preparation of the proposal, 
· benefits professionally, financially or personally from approval or rejection of the proposal, 
· has a close family or other personal or professional relationship with an applicant, 
· is currently working in an applicant’s department or laboratory unit, 
· is a director, employee or trustee of an applicant’s institution, 
· is or was employed by an applicant’s institution within the past five years, 
· published together with an applicant in the past five years, 
· joined a research collaboration together with an applicant in the past five years, 
· is in any other situation influencing his or her ability to evaluate the proposal impartially.
Should a conflict of interest be identified, a reviewer will not review the proposal. During the Peer Review Panel meeting, the identified reviewer must leave the meeting room for the time of the discussion of the proposal. In case of any doubts, reviewers should discuss the matter with the Brain Health Call Secretariat (CS) or declare these doubts at the PRP meeting.
7.0 	Instructions and Application 
Interested candidates are to submit the following documentation:
· Filled in Annex 1: Submission Form (below)
· A detailed Curriculum Vitae
The requested documentation shall be sent electronically to eusubmissions.xjenzamalta@gov.mt, with “BrainHealth Call for Experts 2026” as the subject heading, and with Malta’s National Contact Point for BrainHealth, Mr. Kaylen Borg (kaylen.borg.1@gov.mt), in copy (cc).
Applications must be received by not later than Friday 14th September 2026, C.O.B. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered. It is the responsibility of the experts to ensure that they are provided with a written confirmation of receipt of their application.
Following your application, and if suitable for the calls evaluation, an official invitation will be issued by the BrainHealth in early December 2025, providing you with further details and asking for your availability.
For any further information, please contact the email addresses listed above.
8.0 	Data Protection Clause 
The information collected through this Call shall be processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act, Chapter 586 of the Laws of Malta and Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation). The contents remain confidential and solely intended for the use of this Call’s purpose and will not be disclosed or copied without your consent. Submitted information will be retained for a period of ten (10) years from the date that the BrainHealth Partnership ends.


Annex 1: Submission Form 
Kindly fill in the following form with the requested information, sign and submit together with a detailed CV. 
	Interest in Call topic:
	☐  Topic 1
	☐  Topic 2
	☐  Both

	First Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Last Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.	

	Gender
	Choose an item.
	Email Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Country
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Institution
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Website
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Neuroscience Field
	Choose an item.
	Pathologies
	Choose an item.
	Thematic Expertise 1
	Choose an item.
	Thematic Expertise 2
(if applicable)
	Choose an item.
	Models 1
	Choose an item.

	Models 2
(if applicable)
	Choose an item.

	Methods 1
	Choose an item.	

	Methods 2
(if applicable)
	Choose an item.	


☐ I consent that the above documents provided are shared with BrainHealth Call Secretariat for the selection of evaluators for the two BrainHealth Joint Calls 2026. 
☐ I confirm that a detailed CV has been attached to the form. 
	Signature
	
	Date
	Click or tap to enter a date.


N.B.: Individuals serving as evaluators for the BrainHealth Call 2026 are not eligible to participate in any of BrainHealth’s pre and full project proposals
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